





September 2009
Praised be Jesus Christ!

Dear Friends of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius,

For one hundred years the Sisters of our Congregation, in response to Christ’s invitation
to “Come, follow me,” have devoted to witnessi 1 and building

the Kingdom of God. We have not done it alone. Walking alongside us on this mission
Jjourney have been countless other women and men from our families, friends, students,
residents, rkers, pastors, i i This it
much their story as ours, though it is told from our unique vantage point.

book is as

Throughout this centennial year we have reflected anew on the people and events which
shaped our past, and considered those who now invite us to journey with them into the
future. When our founder, Father Matthew Jankola stepped out in faith to invite young
Wwomen 10 start a new religious congregation that would teach the children of Slovak
immigrants in their own parish schools, he had no master plan. A man of action, and man
©of God, he observed how others had addressed the needs of people from their native
lands, he recognized what was working, and he dared suggest that it just might be the
solution for the challenges he faced. His pastoral spirit, rooted in the life of a parish
priest, continues to influence our Congregation in the choices it makes in our service in
the Church and in the world.

In this centennial book we share with you some of the stories that have brought us o the
threshold of our second century. Pictures of our Sisters, of the young and not so young
whom we were privileged to serve, places that hold special memories for us are found
within the covers of this chronicle. Reflections on our years of growth and the
opportunities of particular historical moments unfold in this recounting of how God’s.
providence has been evident throughout these one hundred years.

Our mission from the beginning, directing our attention toward the Kingdom of God
through works of educati ization, elder care, and ism, provided the
means whereby we would invite others to hear and live the gospel of Jesus Christ. We
pray that we may continue (0 be faithful as we step into our new century “in joyful hope.”

In the joy of the Lord,

Sistex Linda Maxie Bolinshi, SS.C.M.
General Superios

r
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius.




) we, the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
N{::]llzgﬁs celebrated one hundred yearsasa
religious! congregation in the Church. A
considerable amount of reflection on the past
and gratitude forall thase who werea prt of
our history filled our hundredth year from
Seplember 11thin 200810 2009.. This book
altemnpts 10 share our community story:
our identity asa religious Congregation, the
symbolism built into the Basilica, our Patrons.
our Founder and first members who negotiated
our humble beginnings We will walk through
theyears of our growth, recall accounts of zeal
and missionary spirit in our apostolic endeavors
and the places we have served. and remember
the women whose lives shaped the

Congregation of the
Sistersof Saints Cyril and Methodius.

Asa religi ity we identify ourselves by our Basic
Spirituality, our Charisrn and our Mission statements. They articulate
the gift that our community offers o the Church and the world.

Due to the influence of the Sisters, Servants of the Irnmaculate Heart
of Mary who prepared our first members for religious life, and whose
spirituality came from the Redemporist tradition, our spirituality is
influenced by St. Alphonsus Liguori. At the heart of Alphonsian
spirituality isan emphasis on Christ in His Incarnation and his Passion,
on love for the Eucharist. and on devotion to Mary.

Left Provalrently displayel in
threarrir bealing o1l
Bt this koo of St
Alpbersis Ligour was written
10200} by Stter Narey Lee
Simieh ars IHM beoegrapter
Irorm Maoro: M1

Bebow: Al the Vills chiagel Siser
Jean Marke adds ancther
ottt to the Chetstmas criby
thet crdebrates the Incarmsition

Rasic Spirituality

Christ s the heart of our spiritual life and our life together.

We Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius believe that the Kingdom
is inour midst, nourished as we are by the Eucharist and by the Word
of God.

Sharing in the Paschal Mystery, we area presence of Christ in the
world through our vowed communal life, our spirit of prayerfulness
and simplicity, and our jy in the service of the Kin,

We honor Mary. mother of the Church, as a special model of our
living of the Kingdom with faith, deep trust in Divine Providence, and
active love.

The Logo of the

Sisters of daints Cyril and Methodius
Adopted 1996

In thisdesign, the cross is central,as it was to Jesus, who isal the center of our
mumunity spirituality. Thecrossisdrawn open ended, allowing for movement i1 -
prayer and fidelity tothe will of Godand out—evangelization and works of love and
ompEssion.

Thiat the center of the cross is rounded rather than sharply perpendicular speaks
dﬂ:fﬂnlrllmdhmnshndwrl‘olbwlngnl’jmxs Likewise, the S, S,C.and M of
our Initials curve 1o reflect the cross signify g our partics yin
the Paschal Mystery of Jsus ife death and resurreetion.
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Our charism statement mirrors our Congregational motto with its
focus on the Kingdom of God.

Charism Statement

We, the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius live out our call and
charism by witnessing to, procliming, and. building God’s Kingdom.

We witness to the Kingdom by our religious consecration in
community, by our faith-filled following of Christ, and by our prayer.

We proclaim the Kingdom by our and perseverance, by
our response to the needs of the times and by thediscipleship and
leadership we offer as loyal women of the Church,

We build the Kingdom by giving our lives in selfless service to the
Ppeople of God in love and compassion.

We have before usalwaysa vision of the Kingdom that has been
revealed in Jesus in our midst and a vision of the Kingdom yet to come.
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Our mission statement both callsand impels us to reach out to these i
neuiﬂm@eduraﬁmmmuf theelderly. evangelization, and
ccumenism. Like our patrons Saints Cyril and Methodius weare calle
1ohe zealous for the reign of God by meeting the contemporary needs of
Gads people. The following wordsare the center. the very crux. of both

our bap! g

Mission Statement

Strengthened by our legacy of faith in God. impelled by the gospel,
and sustained by our consecrated life in community, we, the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius freely respond to the Spirit active in the
Church in our service to God and the human family. In the name of
Jesus Teacherand Healer, and sersitive to contemporary needs
especially justice and peace, we reach out in compassion

— toevangelize and teach,

A A e _ tocare for theelderly, the young, the poor; the ick. the lonely.
fos S el A wounded families and immigrants
s ackegpel o i o : — towork and pray for the unity of all Christians

. s that the gospel vision of the Kingdom may be fulfilled in usand in




ThiS g ot by
SLCyril Preschool and Kindergarten
Dl Persyhvani

Sister M. Clotilda wrote:
One.

T'was sweeping Ik in
front of the novitiate solarium, a car drove up with Mr. Dagit and
his wife He told me he had driven up with his wife so that sl
culd see the new roof he had installed on the solarium. During
our onversation he turned and pointed toward the Basilica,
saying with great jpy and pride: “Thal is my masterpiece.”
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The baldacchinoand the pillars supporting it are
decorated with luxurious foliage symbolic of lifeand
growth. At the top of the pillarsare acanthus leaves
which the architect chose for the design to recall the
Greek brothers, Saints Cyril and Methodius, apostles to
theSlavs. Resting on the background of gold mosaicare
alsoacanthus leaves in a different form. The profusion of
the spreading leaves emphasizes the meaning of the
acanthus inarchitecture: quality, longevity and
creativity. What we celebrated in our Centennial were
the embodiment of those qualities in the lifeand

ministry of our Sisters.

On the altar of repose standsa circular bronze
tabernacle. The gold-plated doors are decorated in
repousse work with angels adoring the Host which is set
in zircons Centrally located, it drawsattention to the
special reverence and devotion the Sisters have for the
Eucharistic presence of the Lord.

The main altar, the altar of sacrifice, bears the Chi Rho
with budding branches. Immediately the Scripture
quotation from John 15 comes to mind: “Tam the vine;
youare the branches” (John 15:5) Rooted in Christ, the
Congregation's apostolates can bear much fruit.

The Chapel Becomes a Basilica

In 1989, the Vatican Congregation of Divine Worship
anferred on the Church of Sainis Cyril and Methodius the title:
of Minor Rasilica

On November 26, 1989, the Golden Jubilee of the Chapel
Jozef Cardinal Tomko, STD, JCD, SocD, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples celebrated a
Mass inaugurating the Church of Saints Cyril and Methadius
asa Minor Rasllica

“This page dorated by
Mr.and Mrs Joseph V. Segilia and Son
Howell, New Jerey




Thealtar rail abounds in Eucharistic imagery. The gate;
contain a sheaf of wheat in the center, and along the border, the
vineand grapes. Thealtar rail of Golden Siena marble bears |
number of growth images, grapes for instance, on which the
Jeavesare prominent; corn. a staple food, calling to mind Joseph
in Egypt supplying food for his family and in the Christiar,

scriptures, Jesus whois the Bread of Life. The tree of life hasa
strong trunk and a profusion of leaves protecting a bird. It

symbolizes fertility, fulfillment and eternal life.

The St. Josephaltar depictsa palm in rich green calling to
mind the verse from Psalm 92: “The righteous flourish like the
palm tree"” It applies, of course, to St Joseph, but also toall who
lead an upright and virtuous life which inspires the growth of
virtue in others Overhead restsa circular mosaic plaque
depicting a hand and the tablet of the ten commandments
representative of God the Father.

On the front of Our Lady'saltar is the fleur de is or the root
of Jesse. The fleur de lis is widely used asa religious symbol.
signifying feminine virtue and spirituality. Set above, another
dircular mosaic plaque symbolizes Jesus as the Lamb of God.
‘This symbol, with thosz over the main altar and St Joseph's
altar, together signify the Holy Trinity.

Images of growth arealso found in the bady of the Basilice.
on the doors to the confessionals which are decorated with @
profusion of leaves, and above the back door of the Basilicz

In 1959 0n the oczasion of our Golden Jubilee the Reverend Joli Aﬂ
R e

d the Acadeny
from 1927 10 1945, pr witha 31-inch he b
had desigred

The sciform in shape, I Jored medallion at !t
endofeacharm. On the uprightisadove symbolicol the Holy 5177
The lefi and right arms depict S, Cyril and St. Methodius resp/1)

The Centennial Cross

Below:. His enthustasm for the complesed projct
cruss at the end of April before the anniversary of

Helntzvlran wanted the comemunity to e 1t
before s formal preeniation on May 3nd. Siter
Sara was on e 0 beip Father Helrtzelan

with the umeiling

was o great thiat Father Heintzrlman unvetid the

Mother Mary Mitalik's death an April 31 Fatber

On May 3, 2009, Father Gerard Heintzel, t the 50th 'y of his priesthood with a Mass in the Basilica
At the beginning of the Liturgy, this special processional cross designed and fashioned to celebrate the Basilica and the SSCM
Centennial was formally presented. The cross is Slavonic in form with two distinct sides that hold images in medallions that
pertain (o cither the Basilica or the Centennial.

On the Basilica side of the cross
Beginning at the top, medallions represent:
~ Pope Pius XII during whose reign the chapel was dedicated:
—our Patronson the first cross bar: Saint Cyril on the left. Saint Methodius on the right:
— in the center of the cross is the icon of the Crucifixion:;
—on the bottom cross bar: on the eft, Bishop George Leo Leech. Bishop of Harrisburg, who dedicated the chiapel on October 17, 1932 and
—on the right, William Cardinal Keeler who sponsored the petition on Novernber 26, 1989, to name the chapel a Minor Basilica:
—on the bottom of the cross Mother M. Emerentia Petrasek, SSCML who i if the chapel

On the Centennial side of the cross
Beginning at the top. medallions represent:
~ Pope Pius X in whase refgn the Congregation of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius was establisherk:
~ our Founders on the first cross bar: Father Matthew Jankola on the right, Mother Mary Mihalik, SSCM. on the lef;
jemdics Hlermof Sovakiz:

~In the center of the cross: a symbol of Mother, Pa of Slovakia

—on the bottom cross bars on the left, Bishop Michiael . Hotan, Bishop of S the time of the Gt pproval: and
—mmﬂnmmm@mmdmmg opted t within the first week of his
Installation as

~on thebottom of the cross: the Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, PA who and
ks : Mary, Scranton, PA. who guided and nurtured

Atthe base s the seal of St. Cyril Acaderny. i Feterand Paul Holoviak designed ar fashioned the Cross
For many years before isdeath on July 7, 1966 Monsignor 01
servadas liurgil consullantin the Dioesof Harrishurg, 11115
i [ty SCJoegh o e |

e o ——
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O Holy Patrons,

" &aints Cyril and Method;

Whata wonderful gift we Sisters of Saints Cyril ang
Methodius have in our patrons! Models of evangelizztioy,
and inculturation, lht;_ lives;fc lgme two ninth centys
‘missionary brothers from the Greek dity of Thessalonicy
inspired our founder and our Sistersand continue (o
fl | dour c i to the mission

entrusted o us.

‘When God in his infinite providence determines a mission
for hisapostles and prophets. he prepares them for it in
ginable ways. Nowhere s this ident than in
the lives of Constantine-Cyril and his brother Methodius,
Apostles to the Slavs and the patrons of our congregation.

Not only were the two brothers devout and virtuous, they
had special talents that ensured them a prominent place in
the world in which they lived. Methodius, the older brother,
had a talent for administration and public servie. The
youngest in the family, Constantine-Cyril. wasa scholar who
hada gift for language and philasophy.

Because Methodius knew Slavonic, he was appointed
archon(governor) of a province along the Srymon River in
Macedonia. Cyril became a cleric and was named patriarchal
librarian and then private secretary to the Patriarch in
Constantinople. Later they both withdrew for a period of
time to the monastery of St. Basil on Mt Olympus.

When envoys from Rastislav, prince and ruler of Great
Moravia, appeared before the Emperor Michael 11l witha
request for teachers who could explain the Christian faith (0
the people in their own language, Michael knew
i il that and Methodius could meet the

hallenge-—one had legal and administrative skillsand the
other was a scholar, linguist and teacher.

Before embarking on their long journey to Slav lands
Cyril devised and organized a Slavonicalphabet. Heand
Methadius collaborated on the translations of partsof the
Bible and books to be used in religious services. The firs!
Wmﬂstranslatedvme,"ln[hgbegmrﬁngvmsmewﬂrd.ami
the word was with God, and the Word was God." (John 1)

‘This poge darsated by
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Both brothers preached respect for the digity of all and love for Cod and ncighbor.
They preached the power of Lhe one true Cod and the mystery of the Incamation.

Saints Cyril and Methodius by Sister M. Marting Tybor, S6.CM

Besides translating Scripture and preparing for
liturgical services, the brothers knew that it would be
essential to prepare young men for the priesthood. A
rative clergy., they felt, would ensure the success of their
mission. Since the Slavs were of the Latin rite, Cyril and
Methodius traveled to Rome to petition the ord; f

Cyril died on February 14,869, and was buried in the

Church of St. Clement in Rome.
Meth became archhishop in Great Moravia and
Pannonia, the lands of Rastistav, Svatopluk and Kocel He

the men they had trained for priesthood (since there was
nobishop for that region).and to ask Pope Adrian ITto
approve the use of Slavonic in the liturgy. Though there

ppasition from quarters regarding the use of
Slavonic in the liturgy, the Pope consented to their request.
While in Rome the Slav disciples that had been instructed
by Cyril and Methodius also received some of the orders of
priesthood.

pf 4 papal legate to other Slavic nations.
Methodius endured much opposition and was even
accused of heresy. He died on April 6,885,and one of the

Cyril and Methodius brought Christianity to the
Slovaks, Moravians Czechs, Russians, Poles. Bulgarians,
Croatsand Serbs. From them Slavs received the

At this time also, they requested thy i ofa

bishop to thearea they lizi

dation of their i d culture. The holy
broth link between East and West and are

= G 4! s
both Cyril and Methodius were ordained bishops, though
Cyril never returned to continue his missionary activities
In frail health, he was further weakened by his many
labors. Realizing his death was imminent. Cyril
embraced a life of solitude in preparation for his departure

JWEVET,

remembered today for their fearlessness, zeal and self-
sacrifice.

During our Centennial year we rejpice in the
P ige of Cyril and Methodius and seek to imitate

toeternity. He begged Methodius ho =
their mission by returning to Great Moravia to “that
devout Slovak people”

their dedi igelization. We pray that through
their intercession we continue (o be faithful to our
mission and charism.
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Founder of the Sister o
Saints Cyril and Methodiy

Our story contintes far from Thessalonica, Greece, and the Slav lands
lized by Cyril and Methodius with another youth, born in the

hineloenth century near Budapest, Hungary. to migrant laborers from Trseria,
Slovakia. Matthew Jankola wasan overachiever, a visionary, with not only
ideas but also theability to put them into action. Having migrated to the United
Stales asa young man. he was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Scranton,
Pennsylvania. Asa young pastor he had the dream of founding a religious
congregation of women to meet theed "nu-xisof Slovak i
Jiving in the United States. His life,like St. Cyrils was marked by semingly
insurmountabledifficulties. Like St.Cyril, he died when he was young, When
he died Father Jankola was only 43, worn out from his endeavors for his people,
from anxiety, hardship, misunderstanding, and yes opposition. Though the
dream cameat a price, we whoare now living

the dream deemn it worthwhile.

Hiseducation and pastoral respansibilities

Having completed his secondary education
atage 15 Matthew applied to the Franciscans
and entered the novitiate in Beckov. Slovakia.
After philosophical and theological studies, he
was released from his vows and immigrated
to the United States to seck freedom from political,
economicand cultural oppression. Arriving in
1893, he resumed his seminary studiesat
St. Mary's in Baltimore, Maryland, and at
St. Bonaventure Seminary in Allegheny. New:
York. In January, 1895, at theage of 22, he was
ordained a priest for the Diocese of Scranton.

The youthful pastor worked indefatigably
to meet the needs of his people, both teens and
adults, not only their sacramental and liturgical
needs, butalso their social and recreational needs.

In his parishes he sponsored and organized
Catholic Action groups, like sodalities Rosary.
Altar and Holy Name Societies and the Third
Order of St. Francis. In Hazleton. for example, he
organized the Men's Temperance Society and the
St Aloysius Society. a drill team for young men.

Opposition in Hazleton prompted him to move to Bridgeport, Connecticut,
where he wasappointed pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish. Father
Jankola found creative ways for his parishioners to grow in their Cathiolic faith
and to become productive American citizens. For instance, he started a choir and
adrama cluband conducted daily catechetical classes for public school children.
Healso offered lization classes for immigrantsapplying for citi

d evening school where adults could learn, math, English, Slovak,
ommunity singing and drama.

What he deemed most important, however, was the education of the children

0fSlovak immigrants For him, the dream was to havea parish school with This prgy dorated by

religious Sistersas teachers. St Joseph Society Branch 55

First Catholic Slovak Unlon
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The Path of Providence - before 1909
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With the rapid arrival of Slovak immigrants the.
of Northeastern Pernsylvania, the young g
who had come to serve them perceived the nee for
religious women toassist with the education of the
children. The greatest fear of the pastors was that the
children would lose their faith and Slovak cultyre.

Father Mattht;w g:;lnkola.a young, zealous prie;
searching for help. When appeals to the Sisters
mda and the United States proved futile, he dﬂ:idaim
that since help was not forthooming, they may as wel)
another religious congregation. Likeall new ideg
some people agreed; others did not

One Sunday at St Joseph's Church in Hazleton, P,
Father Jankola preached a sermon to acquaint
‘parishioners with his only alternative for the education of
the children. A young woman, Mary Mihalik,
approached him in the sacristy after Mass. saying, Since |
aman orphan and have no family ties, Iam willing to
Join your congregation. " Mary was about to embark on
the formation of a religious family that would ensure that
Father Jankola's dream would come true. Two other
young women, also named Mary, jined in this new
venture.

Father Jankola met with the Slovak immigrant priests
in 1903 and established the Priests' Treasury of St
Anthony to provide funding for the education of the
Sisters. Healso urged the priests to announce the plan for
establishing a new religious congregation and invite
capable young women to consider being part of this
venture.

Once the first three applicants came forward, Father Jankola
to have their initial training with the Benedictine Sisters
in Chicago. [t took only three weeks for that venture to fail and
Father Jankola was totally discouraged. When they returned, his
trusted friend. Father Andrew Pavco, pastor at St. John the Baptist
Parish in Pittston. Pennsylvania, encouraged him to see if “The
Sisters in Blue," the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. might be able to help him.

With reluctance, Father Jankola visited the Sisters at St. John
the Evangelist Parish across the street, and was encouraged when
e learnied that their General Superior was Mother Mary Cyril
Conway. During his second visit with Mother Cyril, Father
Jankola shared his inspiration with her: Would she beable to help
him with establishing a new religious congregation?

&

Mother Cyril invited the girls to Mount Saint Mary Seminary
in November, 1903, where they completed their high school

Fthe dicinti "

the discip

were exposed
of religiouslife. In time, more students joined them.

On January 6, 1903, the first three applicants, Mary Mihalik,
Mary Bartek, and Mary Pauly, were received as postulants and
received their training along with the candidates to the
Immaculate Heart Sisters They were received as novices July 26,
1906, having been given the names of Sister Mary of the
Assumption, Sister Mary Joseph, and Sister Mary Emmanuel,
and continued their jpurney of initial formation.

ity  States yinning,
antury. Amang them was Matthew Jankalt a seminary studeni from
Siovakia
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On September 8 1908, the three novies, with he gy
and supportof five ST 150f the Immacylage Bebow, Carcidies whn gt stmison muvmttely aftr the
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in Wilkes-Barre. Pennsylvania. Their serviee at Sacreg Hea wote "Whatare we (0do? We have three Sistersand four pastors Gyumbes, Mary Jicka Heler Jukanic
School continued for ninety want them’ Conter S Segien Carri. Plyrouth Pensyhvani openedd August
1913 ard arved asa N i from 1913 tu 1917 under the direerion of
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means ng girls to come and soe. IS

S e :[J:l;eghus: in Olyphant.and St Stephen’s in Plymouth. In 1910, four
ion of novi Apri f Saints Cyril and Methodius joined Father Matthew Jankola

‘ S R e 15?53: the mrisiy'\;illlﬂrsand children of Saints Cyril and Methodius

Father Jankola and theother officersof the Priests Treagyry ¢

o : Dianiska, L ishi jgeport. jcut. Personal sacrifice was the mortar
‘ i thony (Rev. Dr. Alexander Rev.Joephy Parish in Bridgeport.Connecticut. Persors
w i;ﬁ,—ngasazd Rev. Andrew Pavoo) met. They de;l’l)pa that held the foundation of the congregation together.

The et fun i lishment of a new religi :
jotan In 1908 tion for the estabi il BIOUS Congregatipy 3 A
| ymsepmad=ilE N hecducation ofSlovak chidren in the United S 1n 1913 the Jednota (First CatholicSlovak Union) began.
l| Father: af g called: The Sistersof Saints Cyril and Method constructing an orphanage in Middletown to provide or the surviving
| et | o Wit S s
us. i th conditions in and mil pl organization was
Rar ’an{ym;nm i) “’,},ﬁ”@%ﬂ“’,ﬁm;m AnUncharted Course I, eventually have the Motherhouse for the Sisters and a facility for their
i mmy :Ww m ataboutsven e aged members there.
that
{ increasedaily. Bishop Michael John Hoban of Scranton delivered the X i with the assistance of experienced Sist
S e e o Romeand VSO 2, g e et ol e g
glryfGaand he et ol dUSWEAEER e o 1909, Wﬂhs‘s‘!: mmmgm&%ﬁsﬁm‘:m Immaculate Conception Home in Middletown. That ministry would
o lfgous warren ers . Withina inue until 1969,
Eﬁ”cy"'r"ﬂ'ﬁ,"éymm Eol me novices and postulants were prepared for the firy cnkinien
mmmmwsa%ﬁdw! Mm!a";aunusdsm Profession ceremony which took place on Sepiember 11, 1 In 1913 after ten years at Mount Saint Mary's in Scranton, the
"‘Zm,mummsﬂmm e Unfortunately, Father Jankola was in Buropeat the tinelu | Novitate of the young Sistersof Saints Cyril and Methodius was
b) aralte d) when he returned he congratulated the membersof the transferred to Middletown. In 1917, the Jednota fraternal society also
foteesablised here: ey ; newly established Congregation alnd wrotee Youaremy s, | allowed the Sisters o have their temporary Motherhouse in
o) urtidp X you are my CrOWTL: you are my glory- Middletown.
nmrqugr’mHammm you see fit toallow the
establishimentof this proposed community:
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Mother Mary Mihalik July 12,1915 Marth 73,
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After theapproval of the first SSCM Constitutions
relocation to Middletown in 1914, Moum(::(lﬁl
young, Congregation scemed to be on firm ground
their own internal leadership. With the advice ang
sucressor, Mother M. Germaine, THM. a General Ct

Mount Saint Mary’sin July 12, 1915.

andy,
e

and shoyjq I;»
SUPpor of
TAIEr Was by

[t-wasthen that the firstapplicant. Mother Mary Mipy,
elocted General Superior. Mother Mary established the Mot .".\:1;
at St Stephen’s Convent in Plymouth. resided there, and ;uhm)f-I hog
the Congregation from there. She established new missions u;ﬁ"_“!i
including someas far away as Gary, Indiana. and Chicagy, “‘rinm:.'f:

By January of 1916, Mother Mary's health had deteriory g
sucha degree that she was advised to relocate to Middletown w},gun
there would be more Sisters toattend to her needs. That trangfor
the General Superior to Middletown placed the fledgling v

19151916
Mather Mary Mitalik, Superior Gereral

Siser M Joreph ek, Soun Assant
Sger M CyrilPadarky, Thind Assstant
Ser M Imacubia Zuli Fourth Aséstant

Staer M Enumanod Pauly, Pirst Assistant and Vicar
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Cong; in the Diocese of Harrisburg, where it has remaing
the only Generalate in the Diocese. )

Harrisburg’s Bishop John Shanahan died February 19,1916 1
had barely been able to become acquainted with the Congregation
its mission. i

Mother Mary's condition deteriorated rapidly. and Bishop Hoban
of Scranton advised her o resign for the good of the community. She
complied obediently on March 25, 1916,and Mother Emmanel,
who had been elected as her assistant, assumed the role of General

Superior.

On April 30.1916.at the age of 29, Mother Mary Mihalik
surrendered her young life o the Lord. On May 2 she was buried in
Middletown along with other Sisters who had died there.

The grief of the Sisters over the lossof their first General Superior
was signifiantly intensified with the loss of their Founder, Rev.
Matthew Jankola. Father Jankola had lived to see the election of the
first General Superior in the summer of 1915; however, like her, his
service was cut short. On Easter Sunday. April 23,1916, as he was
concluding his sermon e suffered a stroke and died on Friday.

May 5. just 5 days after Mother Mary. At that time he was the
pastor at the fifth church he had built, Saints Cyril and Methodius in
Bridgeport, Connecticut. During the golden anniversary of the
Congregation. Father Jankola's remains were transferred from
Bridgeport tothe cemetery of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius in Danville, Pennsylvania.

Not quite seven years old, the young community of inexperienced
Sisters had lostall of their leaders within seventy-five days. If
anything, these tragedies gave the Sisters even more reason 1o trust
in God's Providence.

Below; In Hacdetom, Pennsyania the artgirad comvent was
oprmed September 1, 1910 This bulkling replaced the arigiral
anein 1950

Center: The Jednoea Ocplarage in Ml
Persybvanis

of the S0th anniversiry of the Congregation

Left During the orie
from Bridgeport CT. to the cemetery

by of Father Jankok
Dunille PA witha siemn s
place I the southern section a

In

e caetery

Above I the Genternial year of Father Jankokss birth a celebrition was
hekdon Atgust 13 1972 Severalof he famnily members of Father Jankola
swere present, s was Bishop Duley, Bishop of Harrisburg, With the Bishop
placinga wreath at Father Jankols's grave are Mother Valerta, General
Superiar and ber Coueit Sisters: Tircisia Catherine Latoure , Viginity
Paulita and Dovidi,

y
Father Jankola’ grave ooouples a aeniral
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Mother Emmantel wasa sturdy wo, Q
something todo, got it done. At Ihe{;me mm’; “’%hm
Mother Emmanuel was niot yet thirty yearg ofage gy,
little experience in leadership, butapparently, g k:"d hadlm,”_
quickly. ey

Mother Emmanuel was in office but a seany month
new bishop, Bishop Philip Richard McDevit, was e ]“'hen the
Harrisburg, Within the first week of his installatiop, E- olin
MeDevitt wasat the Immaculate Conception Homety o
amuainted with the Sistersand the orphans. Thy Was(oha
life-long bond which influenced the Congregation Ypimm 2
linurgicaly. educationally,and socialy. Bishop thl:}any.
compassion and presence helped to ease the Pain of losses -
earlier that year by the Sisters. Sffryg

]

Itwas Mother Emmanuel who saw a need and meq it whe
inflvencz epdemicol 1918 reached the Harriburg ey 3.
atthattime theSisers were restricte from vistng homes .
those of their own families that restriction was Waived for lhx;\l \
of mercy. The Sisters cared for people day and nightin hmwu,k;;
Although some contracted the illness, not one Sister died.

In her simplicity and wisdom, Mother Emmarue| realized thy
n0oneamong her own Sisters could yet assume the responshily.
for the formaton o the Novices. Orice again she appeale (oMo
Germaine, IHM. for assistance with this delicate role. Mother
Germaine responded most graciously by sending Mother Monica
[HM,in August, 1918 The young Congregation was blessod by e
influence Mother Monica had on the Novices unil August, 193

As the need for spice at the orphanage Was growing, so wasthe
need for space for the Sisters. Woman of faith that Mother
Emmanuel was she brought this need to prayer and invited the
Sisters to include it in theirs.

With the help of great patrons and advisors like Bishop McDitt
Father Julius Foin, originally from Danville and servingin
Mlde_EIDWILand Father Thomas F. X. Dougherty, paslor at St
m Pa ;]"iln in EHP‘QIIQ Mother Emmanuel was made awared

Vi Ivania, which had been put on the
market in Novernber of rllgsl}é The property wasan gtmo which
had been abandoned for fourteen years. It consisted of a 44-oom
ransion, stables, barns, greenhouses,a farmhouse and a liverymans
hnum“on 187 acres of land. The property was krown as Castle
&?VE and had been built in 1867 by John Grove, Sr. for his twosins
: hoclard John.Jr. Aferthedeath of Caroline Grove BentL

08.and the subsoquent death of her husband, John Bennett.in
1905, the estate was abandoned.

In1918
Benner_jof
selling (f

Jostalter the Armistioe had been signed, Mrs John
“eoond wife, indicated that she was interested in
Poperty. When he heard of this, Father Dougherty

immediately informed Bishop McDevitt and the Bishop notified Mother
Emmanuel.

The Sistersand Novices prayed that the property be purchased by the
tion. On St Patrick's Day. March 17. 1918 Mrs Bennett agreed to
<l the property to the Sisters. On June 7, 1919, the sale was completed.

The estate, abandoned for fourteen years, needed a significant amount of
attention. As the Sistersand Novices moved to Danville to occupy the
building on June 19, the Feast of Corpus Christi, they knew that a great deal
of hard work awaited them. However. they were so over-pyed to have a

tocall their own that the strenuous work that awaited them did not
diminish their enthusiasm and their gratitude to God.

Legend hasit that as Mother E 1 led her young Ly onto
the gmundsol‘ the Grove estate, she announced to the Sisters that this
property would now be known as Villa Sacred Heart and that some day a
statue of the Sacred Heart would grace the property, inviting all to come to
Him.

The first several weeks at Castle Grove were spent cleaning the interior
and the exterior. By August 28 enough of the building had been readied for
the first Reception and Professi ies 0 be held in the sunparlor.
‘This wasa most significant achievernent for the ten-year-old Congregation.

Mother Emmanuel was well aware of the fact that she and the Sisters
now had a responsibility to make the best possible use of the personal and
communal gifts God had given them. The Sisters were encouraged to
continue studying. Courses were provided by the Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, The Sisters of Mercy, and the Sisters of St.
Joseph. The Sisters were encouraged to help each other so that their ministry
of education would constantly improve.

Bishop McDevitt, who had served as Superintendent of Schools for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. took a keen interest in the acomplishments of
the Sisters. He consistently affirmed and challenged them as educators.
Every visit of his served to inspire the Sisters to do more and better.

Since the primary purpose of the congregation was to educate the youth,
Mother Emmanueland her Council began (o plan and prepare toopena
school in the mansion. This dream was realized in September, 1920, when
the first students under high school age arrived. Among them were two
Wwho had come from as far away as Kansas City, Kansas This was the simple
beginning of what was to become St Cyril Academy.

Mother Emmanuel declined re-election and focused her concerns and
energy for the rest of her life on land conservation and the beautification of
the Villa grounds In her later years she managed the host department. She
baked, cut, and packaged hosts which were sentall over the country.

As plans were being made for celebrating the fifteth yofthe
mbﬂshmnlnfdwfmgmgaﬂonasweﬂashrownﬁmelhannivmrym
religious lfe, Mother Emmanuel died shortly before 1959 dawned. On
Decernber 28,1958, the Feast of the Holy Innocents, Mother Emmanuel
fulfilled her mission in lfe and entered into the oy of the Lord.
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Mother Pius wasa woman of great dignity and g
She instilled these qualities in the Sisters and the students by
\wordandeample. Her commitment to education g Who]h by
hearted. and she depended on the wisdom of Bishop McDey &
guideand direct her in her decision-making, ity

On September 11,1922, Mother Emmanuels Sutressy
M Piu?\‘{nakubuv. expandad the Villa chool by admiting ;h“f"
students who would be the first graduates of the First Cathalicg,
Girls High School. Bishop MecDevitt assisted Mother Py o O

iding liturgical excellence for the Sisters and the Students

Sehool was note for thequality oftsacademicand sy~
accomplishments. Just four days before the first high schog]
graduation the school recrived full aocreditation from the Sgareof
P Ivania. The first ten g received their high s
diplomas on June 14, 1926. Nine of them became Sisters of Saints
Cyril and Methodius

Early in Mother Pius administration. as the newsof a Quality
education spread. enroliment increased at both the elementary ang
the secondary levels. At the same time, membership in the
Congregation was growing. In the early twenties, the Villa build;
housed the Congregational administration, the school faculty, ang the
Novitiate. It wasevident that expansion was necessary to
acoommodate this blessed influx.

The Sisters serving in the parish schools were asked to work and
sacrificeand make every contribution possible so that a new school
building might becomea reality. In 1927, Mother Pius establishta
fund and titled it "/n Nomine Domini"—"In the Lord's Narme'-
because everything she had planned to do was being done in His
Name. The responses were positive,and the First Catholic Slovak
Ladies Association were the first ma jor contributors with a donation
of $5,000. With the suggestions of Bishop McDevitt, who had had
extensive experience with building schools and churches, she and her
Council planned a building of classical Gothic style which is timeles
inits beauty and architecture.

demy building was made of stoneand included a 170-
Tmmﬂwbyall in the tower was named Philip in honor of
Philip McDevitt. whose wisdorn guided us through our
formative yearsasa Congregation.

Such major projectsare never without their setbacks. Ground for

‘new school building was broken in June, 1929, the cornerstone
ﬂv:s Jaid in September,and the Great Depression began in October.
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Mather M. Pitss Yakubov, Soperior General
Petraek. First Assistant and Viciress

Stster M Emerentia

sperior Ceseral

Neadless tosay, Mother Pius bore the brunt of this challenge.
However, the prayersof e Sistersand the simple generosity of our
benefactors helped her tostay the course. Trust in God' Providence
onceagain helped the Community toemerge with deeper faith.

In 1928, Mother Pius was re-elected and her Assistant. Mother
M Emerentia Petrasek, was appointed o serve as the principal of the
Slovak Girls Academy. School opened in the new building in
September, 1931. The Sisters were heavily in debt, but lived in hope
that God would again provide.

New schools and catechetical programs were opened during the
1920 Fach of these provided income for the mission of the
Congregationand provided a means of having young women
become aoquainted with the Sisters.

Wherever the Sisters served, they were noted for academic
excellence, quality liturgical music and simplicity of life. This
hallmark is due in no small measure to the influence of Mother Pius
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WMpmumemd( August 7,1934 .

Mother Emerentia wasa scholarly educator, yey th
hgacplamﬂonsul\sra very young Sister, ln:t:ly xwrzmym;;w‘(}“
Was resp = of Immacy 3
ffm in Middletown. which then housed numerguys g.l;h(:”';‘ﬁlm
CastleGrove s purchased and the school s startd fege . 1
taughta variety of ourses Oneof her students remarke. 7.
she doesn't know or couldn't explainl” She wag
teacher and learner.

R\km;

Mother Emerentia served as the seoond principal of the jy;
School. then known as the Slovak Girls' Academy. At the g}r{,ﬁ-
she was the Assistant to the General Superior, Mother Piyg ml;m
experience prepared her for election as General Superior,

Twenty daysafter sheassumed her new role, the Congregatigy
celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. Mother Cyril, IHM, Mather
Emmanuel and several other pioneer Sisters were presen to hear e
acmlades offered by Bishop McDevitt as he celebrated the Massof
Thanksgiving on the North lawn of the Villa. The Bishop praiseq
the Sisters for their accomplist thus far and 102 thay,
since the debt on the school had been paid through the generosity of
the benefactors and the sacrifices of the Sisters, the collection thatday
would be the seed money for building a new chapel. As always
present contributed as generously as they could. August 27, 1934,
‘marked the beginning of the plans for the construction of the
Cathedral-like chapel now known as the Basilica of Saints Cyril ant
Methodius

The enthusiasm and exuberance for this new projct was briefly
dampened by the death of Bishop McDevitt on Novernber 11, 1935
However, his suacessor, Bishop George Leo Leech, supported and

mm"glgss,MmlumuaMlhﬂ:mmwf
o liturgistsand musi 16 the Sisters. compiled the
nmajmmon}ts;rvnlakalmkofhymmm&lgjhhmm
mezmumihall&tmﬂshsdmlssuﬂdbyt}m
Sisters Seyeral revisions have been printed. and requests for them
are stll received.

s thedesign of the chapel progressed. Father John Bolen played a
ificant part. Simple beauty isan appropriate description of the
design. Symbolism isevident in the mosaics, the marble, the carvings
and the stained glass. The main altar was bequeathed by Rev.
Fridolin Ravnikar. The rest of the edifice stands asa tribute to the
genercsity of hundreds of benefactors.

The chapel. an example of Mother Emerentias trust in Divine
Providence, was dedicated by Dennis Cardinal Dougherty on October
17,1939, Although it was a semi-publicoratory until 1989, Mother
Emerentia introduced the practice of a Lenten Day of Recollection for
Women. These were suspended during World War II because of gas
rationing, but they  after the war and have continued
annually since then. In 1943, the Chapel was thessite of the
ardination of four priests of the Harrisburg Diocese.

Alwaysaware of current issues in the Church, Mother Emerentia
duuced the Congregation and the students to the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity. That practice, too, has continued to be observed
by the Congregation. At the end of World War IT when she becarne
awareof the plight of the people in Slovakia, she arranged to have the
Sistersand students collect, package and send clothing and non-
perishable food items to assist them.

Mother Emerentia continued advancing the education of the
Sisters through extension courses during the school year, summer

letion of their next

miatch to the Acaderny bulldi
i, Tanyu.,-ymm'ﬁ

Lamly, frieodksand benefictors of
the Congrgation.

ffered at the Motherhouse by Sisters of other Congregations.
and octasionally having the Si dy elsewhere. One of those
summer instructors, Father "Doc” OBrien. extended a persistent
invitation to the Sisters to open a mission in South Carolina.

Unitil her death in January of 1973, Mother Emerentia continued
in the ministry of education. She served as principal in some of our
perish schools she provided college level courses for the Sisters in
formation, she translated letters and books from Slovak to English,
and she continued to remind young teachers to be well prepared for
Our primary ministry.

Brlow, The corverstone of the chapel was blead i Jure of 1939
g thr

ol the Corgrrgatien ard ur brewrters

Abover During Warkd War IL four poiests were
orchined In the chapelfor the Dioore of Harrisburg,
Pnsylvanz

Left The comstruction of the chaped was.a g and
antuous provess that gave the Acadeny students and
the Motherhouse Sisters much to seand disauss
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Migther Cresceritia was a wormian of many pfts, Sy,
Joking and moved the Congregation breyond s Tt |
irme. Like her predemson she was 2 worman of prayer 4,
dupfalth and readily shared it with others. She irvemgey T 2
"m.,mgmdlmmlh‘ﬂﬁ"n'am 7L
advancernent of the Sisters.

During her first year in office Sisters were sent 10 st <
ool in Charleston. That inaugurated several deades of e b
South. i

She faresaw needs lang before they were evident Wothers g,
aswsnd the talents interests, and capabilities of the Sisters ny
the education through which these gifts might be best wiilipg
were pqnmds‘vml years in‘advance for new ministries

It was Mother Crescentia who adopted Adveniat Regrium 7y,
(Thy Kingdom Came)as the Congregation's motto. In anjincia
with that motto, she also promoted Enthronemnent to the Sacred gy
throughout the Congreggation. our places of ministry, as wel s o e
familiesof our students. In time, this ministry made its way even
beyond the Iron Curtain.

A glfted communicator, Mother Crescentia developed a quareriy
publication. The Tower, through which the Sisters were informed o
happenings in the community and in our places of minisiry
Included letters affirming the accomplishments of the Siste
reminders about the essentials of religious life and community I
Mother Crescentia modeled a holistic approach to religious lif
aware of what was happening in the Churchand the world. Alwa
open tonew ideas herself, she encouraged the Sisters to be creative

During this time the number of elementary and high school
increased. Orie of the major innovations Mother Crescentia su
was the establishment of the Sacred Heart Psycho-Educatic
Wilkes-Barre. Many Sisters spent their after-school hours
and summers there, providing assistance for children witl
needs.
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Inher retirement, afier servi . i
gdaAman serving as principal at St Cyril Academy
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wouild require Gare. Asesrly x5 1947 she sppenied
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. Fundscame in gradually, but letters and wordsof
Wmmm«mﬂrwzsrrmmlhryhmm In
Malwi Ann'sCormvent in Middletown, which several
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Under Mother Cresentia's direction the ministry of eldercare
e othe purchasel The Home for Retind and Desble
Membersal the Brotherhood of American Railways in Hightand
Park [llinois. Purchased in 1956, the home was transformed
W,}pmrﬂ'ﬂdfmm from Chicagoand Whiting,
Indiara. It was staffed by Sisters who had been prepared for this
ministry in advance

a2 b e by
o vt e

Aware that a similar home for men and women would be nesded
in the East, Mother Crescentia, after a futile search for other sites
purchased the Blizzard Farm which was ad pcent to the property

by Mother Emmanuel in 1919, In 1962. Maria joseph
Manor was built on thissite. Because of the risks she took. hundreds
of elderly men and womnen have been cared for In facilities in which
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius minister.

During the mid-1950s both the Congregation and the Academy
had outgrown their space. It wasa blessing for which 1o be grateful,
but it also prompted the need to expand. Mother Crescentias vision
resulted in the four-story addition known as St Methodius Convent
and St Philomena Residence. Even though there are no longer
boarding studentsin thase wings, the rooms are used 1o provide space
for overnight retreatants and guests.

Alsoduring the mid-19505 Bishop Pursley of
Fort Wayne, Indiana, requested Sisters for a
proposed high school to serve the needs of the
youthin Northwest Indiana. While the plans
were underway, the Diocese of Gary was
established and Father Andrew G, Grutka, who
ed et pastor of Holy Trinity Parish in Gary,
&ugmmmmmﬁmmmwau
anuainted with the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius Mother Crescentia's foresight had
already sen (o it that the Siters were prepared to
deach an the seeondary level. The Basilian Fathers
{roen Toronia, Caraada were the other half of the Administrative s
¥amat Andrean High School in Merrillvill Indiana (

resid

5 Crescentia served in the
_&?‘F“mgﬂmpaﬂmpmmmmmm
i.ﬂ!nbmAmugmg msznl She died while visiting her friends
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19641970

Mother M. Bermsrd Hudak, Supreelar General
Stster M. Hermir Hlschuk First Assistant
Siser M Salome Byt Second Asiant
Staer M Tarcista Gregarovich, Third Assistant
Sster M Raymund Horvath, Fourth Asstant

Above: Mansigre Lobevuellrplaes e

bove: Marsgrer Lok 1i0g o thefinger of 3 it
Vo s o ks, o et . h,gj'mum:
bl thei rurm,

Rightandfarright- Iy the gy 13
: 19505 voratiors o Arcrean Hig
S et raguong Sua\'zr.mwvdlf;mcmlﬁl
= and St e
i of e et My
TS Ambe e ber Ry

July2 195 Julyy
M

Mother Bernard came to office with 3 wealth of § | Tt dasnay
Z A R ox rsaw the construction of Maria Joseph Manor The Midwest Pastoral Sernisar
brought with her a history of Ihln)luruur uninteryy, ){:"?f’lk S Mother m:::[jd mmmh 19, 1962.and dedicated on April 26th of e
Central Adrnlrlxlsualmgnagl?‘-mr lo‘b‘cmp) elected Goy 1era Su" ! which ":\"fg The site would sce further developments as our o
years as the assi < Uperigr o e year: 41 bekow, Marta Jeeph Mo, e any monumenal propes
had spent twelve y S@nt 1o the Genery) St ::cu:lslfy 1o the elderly expanded. Cor o Mo b il o oy el o
When she began her term it was TCCeSSATY (0 beg rdl was also concerned about the needs of our aging
the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration of the foy “‘“:E? :,? é‘imung o Mother Berna

ciqers. On October 13,1968, ground was broken for Maria Hall. The
SETS

Congregation. It wasa year of jubilee, inderd! Daily e bulding wasopen for occupanicy on February 2, 1971.

and monthly devotions a commermorative book a mgy?s U
calendar, and the celebration of a Glagolitic Mass sup, hw

and thetudents. Inall the schools st by the i .y
were reminded of the significance of religiouslife ang {)( i
Saints Cyril and Methodius, in particular, The bodies of,
and of our first Sisters were transferred for buria] inDy
was much for which to be grateful.

ek}
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Membership increased significantly during these years. iy
formation improved with the implementation of the Sjger
Formation Program. Junior Sisters who were Studying at Catyp
College lived in Phoenixville at Marianhill Scholasticate y, herey :
Speech and Reading Clinic had been established.

In 1961, responding to the need for ministry to the peopleof
Central and South America,a number of Sisters missioned in
Archdiocese of New York attended classes at the Univers
Rie to help them serve the Latin Americans who were q
making their way to the United States.
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